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ARCHITECTURE AGAINST TRADITION

Transformation of Modes of Production of Japanese Construction, From Premodernity to the Debates on Tradition
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Gabriel Kogan B & Masamichi Tamura *2

This article aims to critically understand how Japanese modern architects in the context of the so-called
Debates on Modern Architecture in 1947-1948 and Debates on Tradition in 1953-1957 advocated overcoming
premodern modes of production in favor of developing forms of construction based on the use of industrial
techniques and associated productive forces. Through the reexamination of primary sources from the period,
this essay reframes these debates on modernity and tradition to reveal their underrepresented
socio-technological aspect and reformulate it into a critical perspective to recontextualize Japanese post-war

architecture in the 1950s and beyond.
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